[July, I have insisted strongly upon the importance of preserving the pulp alive and in healthy condition, when this can be done, but in many cases it will be found exceedingly difficult to determine Steel is annealed by being heated away from contact with the oxygen of the atmosphere, and kept from contact with it until it becomes cold. A convenient method of annealing steel wire for the purpose in question, is to cut it into proper lengths, and put it into a piece of gun barrel, in each end of which has been fitted an iron plug to render it air-tight. It should be heated to redness and allowed to remain on the hearth where it is heated till it becomes cold. The more slowly this operation is performed the more uniform and soft will be the steel.
After annealing the wire, cut into the proper lengths for the instruments, it is fitted into suitable sockets. For this purpose I generally use steel wire with a socket drilled in it, into which the wire for the instrument is cemented. But any convenient form which may suggest itself to the operator, will, of course, answer.
It will be found convenient to have a considerable number so that there may be at hand, instruments of a variety of sizes, thus saving the necessity of frequently changing them.
44* [July,
When securely fastened into the sockets they may be filed down to the required size. It is advisable for those who have never practiced this operation to prepare teeth of the several ?classes, and make the instruments of such size that they will readily pass into the smallest fangs. In order to obtain the most desirable form, and to preserve as much body as possible, to the instrument, it has been suggested, (by Dr. White,) that they should be square, except in cases where it is necessary that they should correspond with the form of the fang. After they are reduced to the desired size, they should be well burnished, (a suggestion of Dr. Maynard ;) this will give them a slight temper, and increase the little elasticity they have acquired in the process of filing. There should now be cut upon them with a sharp knife, small beards, looking toward the handle of the instrument. Care must be observed, too, that the points of these little instruments should be made sharp, so that they will pass alongside of the pulp in the fang, and not push it upward in the attempt to take it away. The use of these instruments is too obvious to need any elaborate description; they pass readily into the fang and will draw out the pulp as they are withdrawn.
Sometimes the fang will require enlarging, and this may be done with a very simple excavator, contrived by Dr. Maynard. It is formed somewhat like a hoe, but with the cutting edge at a more acute angle with the handle. It is made, of course, of various sizes, to suit any case in hand. When used, it is passed into the fang, and pressed slightly to the side toward which the cutting edge is turned and withdrawn?it cuts as it is withdrawn, and brings away with it the chips it makes. It is important that it should be made at a proper angle, for if it varies from this it will either not cut at all, or merely scrape the bone. If properly made and sharpened it will cut quite rapidly. This little instrument is exceedingly useful, too, for enlarging the opening of the pulp cavity before the vitality of the body of the pulp is completely destroyed; for this purpose it is passed gently into the pulp cavity and in withdrawing it the edges are gradually cut away.
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